
Last October, Colchester High Steward Sir Bob Russell was elected Chairman of 
Boxted Methodist Silver Band. Here he gives a report on what is happening with 
the Band – and its determination to stay in Boxted. 
 

Boxted Methodist Chapel shut last July…….but Boxted Methodist Silver Band, the 
only surviving Methodist silver band in England, is determined to play on! 
 

In February, the Colchester Methodist Circuit instructed estate agents to sell  
(in three separate lots) the Chapel, the Methodist School Room and the paddock 
adjoining the burial ground in Chapel Road. 
 

The Band is hoping to raise the necessary £145,000 to buy the School Room – and 
has been given the legal protection, under an Act of Parliament, to have the right 
to buy the building under what is known as an “asset of community value”. Others 
who might be interested have to form a queue. 
 

That’s the good news. However, the Band has just six months to raise the money.  
It is going to be a tough challenge, but one which the Band is united in seeking to 
achieve as confirmed by an Extraordinary General Meeting on Monday 10th  
February. 
 

The School Room was opened in 1907. Minutes of the Trustees of Boxted  
Methodist Chapel, which I inspected at the Essex Record Office, reveal that the 
entire cost (less than £300) was raised by Boxted people. I assume that the Chapel 
was funded in the same way, in the early 1830s. 
Regrettably, none of the proceeds from the sales of Methodist assets in Boxted will 
be available to help the Band buy the School Room. All the proceeds are ear-
marked for a new Methodist Church Centre at Mile End. 
I find it disappointing, to put it mildly, that Boxted will not get anything from the 
sale of buildings which previous generations of Boxted residents paid for! 
 

In November, Band members unanimously resolved to support my suggestion that 
an application be made to Colchester Borough Council under the Localism Act 2011 
for the School Room to be declared an “asset of community value”. 
The application had the unanimous backing of Boxted Parish Council, for which I 
and the Band are grateful. We are also grateful for the support of local Borough 
Councillors Nigel Chapman, Peter Chillingworth and Christopher Arnold. 
 

At the beginning of February came confirmation from the Borough Council that the 
School Room had been duly registered as such, which gives the Band the assurance 
that for six months the School Room cannot be sold to anyone other than a  
community group. The Band is the only group which has registered an interest. 
In the same way as the School Room was funded all those years ago, in the very 
near future a public appeal will be launched inviting donations from Boxted  
residents (and businesses) to help buy the building. Full details will be published in 
March. 
 

The Band was formed in 1898, and for the past 113 years it has been based in the 
School Room where it meets most weeks for rehearsals. It has a busy programme 
of performances, at churches and chapels around North Essex and South Suffolk, 
plus at a variety of other venues. In December there were 20 performances at a 
range of locations, including supermarkets and in village halls with the annual one 
in Boxted Village Hall. 
 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, the Band visited several of the residential 
areas in Boxted. 
Boxted Methodist Silver Band is unique. We have just six months to raise the  
money to ensure that it continues as England’s only surviving Methodist Silver 
Band, staying here in Boxted at the School Room. I hope that people in Boxted, and 
in adjoining villages, will rally to the cause. 

March 2020 

 

LANGHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
requires a new SECRETARY. 
 
The Community Centre is at the heart of 
the village and, as well 
as three rooms for hire, houses Langham 
Community Shop and Langham Pre-
School. We are a busy Centre with many 
local and commercial bookings dealt with 
by our Marketing Manager. 
 
We would welcome someone with fresh 
ideas and enthusiasm. 
If you would like to be part of a team of 
Trustees who volunteer their time to keep 
Langham Community Centre  
well-maintained and financially viable, 
please contact the current secretary, Liz 
Winter, on 01206 322301 or e-mail  
libbywinter18@gmail.com 



 
CHURCH SERVICES 

                           
March 2020 

 
Sunday 1st             

                St Peter’s      
 9.30 am   Sung Eucharist            
        
Sunday 9th  
       St Mary’s 
   9.30 am   Sung Eucharist 
       St Peter’s 
 4.00 pm    Family Service   
                  
Sunday 15th                
          St Mary’s                    
   8.00 am    BCP Eucharist 
       St Peter’s 
 
   9.30 am    Family Service  
 
Sunday 22nd         Mothering Sunday 
 

           St Mary’s          
 9.30 am     Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday 29h     3 Parish Joint Service 

   St Mary’s West Bergholt 
  9.30 am with Bishop Stephen 

THE PARISH OF  

LANGHAM WITH BOXTED 
Website      www.lb-churches.co.uk 

Rector                The Revd Dr Mandy Elmes 

The Rectory  Church Close  West Bergholt 

CO6 3JZ                                              240906 

Mobile:                                     07872 649967 

Email:      revmandyelmes@btinternet.com 

Lay Minister    Denise Hobday       230918 

Church Administrator  Janine Wilde 

  243683 

Email:       lwb.wb.gh.parishes@gmail.com 

 

Churchwardens   

St Mary’s Langham 

Stephen Garner                                 272599 

                         Sgarner.22@btinternet.com 

Denise Hobday                                   230918 

                        hobdaylangham@hotmail.com 

St Peter’s Boxted 

Dominic Shiel    dominic@poplargs.co.uk

  273324 

Zone    Linda & DominicShiel         273324 

 

St Mary & St Peter Newsletter 

Editor           Tim Clarke           07792060597   

Email:               lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  

Advertising  Paul Armstrong 616604                   

Email:               boxlangads@gmail.com  

Distribution     

Ann Barnard  (Boxted) 272349 

Andrew Stacey (Langham) 272806 

 

BOXTED METHODIST CHAPEL 

 

The Rev Ken Chalmers 545253 

 Ian Alvey  272686 

Enquiries about baptisms, weddings 
or funerals should be made to the 
Church Administrator. 

 
 

BOXTED VILLAGE HALL 
Cage Lane 

Boxted  
CO4 5RE 

 
To book the hall contact  

Debbie Eley 
Telephone:- 01206 870266 

Email:-  boxted@community-
centre.org.uk 

 
 

Boxted Residents £10 per hour 
 

Other Regular Hirers £14 per hours  
One Off Hires for Non Boxted  

Residents £20.00 per hour 
 

This must include time for setting up 
and clearing away. 

 
If you have any new clubs or events 

planned in the future,  
please consider using the village hall 

as a venue. 

 
Copy for the April issue should 

be with the  
Editor Tim Clarke      

E-mail:  
lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  
by Thursday 26th March 

LANGHAM 100 CLUB 
 

January 100 club winners:  
 

1. Sue Thorpe (66) 
2. Jutta Brawn (69) 
3. Same White (78) 

4. Gill Flack (4) 

CORRECTION TO FEB ISSUE 
 

The Langham VE Celebrations event 
was incorrectly labelled as being  

organised by Langham Community 
Council instead of Langham Parish 

Council. Apologies for any  
confusion caused.  

CHILDREN SOCIETY BOXES 
 

Please bring to St Peter's or St Mary's 
churches, or contact Gill Pullen on 273804, 
for Boxted; and Denise Hobday on 230918 
for Langham. 

NOTES FROM ST PETER’S AND  
ST MARY’S 

 

As you may know, the Right Reverend 
Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, 
will become the next Archbishop of York 
when Archbishop John Sentamu retires 
in June. Just a few weeks before he 
leaves Chelmsford, he is coming to lead 
worship and preach on Sunday 29th 
March, at 9.30am, at St Mary’s Church, 
West Bergholt. This is a 3 parishes joint 
service and a great opportunity for us to 
meet him and wish him well in his new 
role. Everyone is most welcome to 
come. 
 

Ash Wednesday which is on 26th  
February marks the start of Lent - a 
time when we reflect on Christ’s  
sacrifice. Many like to make a small 
sacrifice of going without something 
they normally enjoy, or doing something 
extra during Lent. You may like to  
consider giving up 4 evenings to attend 
the Lent Course being held on Monday 
evenings 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th 
March at St Mary’s Church Hall, West 
Bergholt, starting with coffee at 
7.45pm.The study will be based on the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book, 
called Yes to Life, and will be reflecting 
on the environmental issues of today 
and how we can each play our part in 
caring for God’s creation. If you can 
only come to 1 or 2 sessions that is fine, 
as each is a stand-alone session.   
 

Mothering Sunday is 22nd March and 
this year is at St Mary’s Langham at 
9.30am. We do invite you to join us at 
this time and any of our services and 
activities - you will be very welcome. 
 

Don and Carola Markham 

mailto:dominic@poplargs.co.uk
mailto:boxted@community-centre.org.uk
mailto:boxted@community-centre.org.uk


Friday 27th March 2020 
10.30 – 12.00 

LANGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ AND  

CELEBRATION OF COMPLETION OF 
WORKS 

 

We invite all those who use the 
building, villagers and friends, to 
join us to celebrate the completion 
of extensive works to replace the 
central heating and hot water  
systems at our Hall, Pre-School and 
Community Shop. 
 

After a trying couple of years the 
project has been completed, not 
without difficulties and helped by 
generous funding from the Enovert 
Community Trust, Essex County 
Council’s Community Initiatives 
Fund and Langham Parish Council. 
 

The Café is being hosted by 
“Langham Ladies” who have kindly 
agreed to help us celebrate. 
£1 on the door purchases a hot 
drink and a biscuit and will boost 
their funds and those of the hall. 
Cake will be on sale.   
 

We look forward to seeing you.      
Langham Community Council  

BOXTED EVERGREENS CLUB 
 

Our Chairperson Barbara Woodmason 
stood down recently as she moved 
from the village. Barbara held the  
position for 5 years . We wish her well. 
Elaine Mott was voted our New  
Chairperson. Thank you Elaine and 
well done.  
The Club welcomes New members. 
We are a friendly group with a varied 
program and nice tea and cakes.  Our 
next meeting is on 19th March with 
Marilyn Bambridge speaking on the 
Rwanda Orphans. 

ORGAN AT BOXTED METHODIST 
CHAPEL 

 
Available to good homes. Two organs 
and a piano from Boxted Methodist 
Chapel.  
If you are interested e-mail 
sir.bob.russell@hotmail.com 

LEARN ABOUT LANGHAM 
 

Over 120 people of all ages braved rain and gale to pack the Langham  
Community Centre on the afternoon of 9 February to ”Learn about  
Langham”.  On display were some of the dozens of documents and  
photographs relating to village life over the years collected by the Langham 
Heritage Group and now being digitised.  Visitors could view the digitised 
material on a computer screen and hear the recorded voices of Langham  
Primary School children reading from the transcriptions of older Langham 
residents’ recorded reminiscences.  
The main feature was an absorbing two-part talk by local historian Simon 
Gallup on the history of the village from earliest times to modern 
days.  Many were surprised to learn that “Langham” does not mean “Long 
Village” but, as recorded in the Domesday Book, “La-inga-ham”, the settle-
ment of the followers of La (probably a Saxon chief)”.  (This derivation is  
unlike that of the Norfolk and Rutland Langhams.)  The Langham Heritage 
Group is very grateful to everyone who helped to promote and set up the 
event, to the Community Shop for selling the bulk of the tickets and, chiefly, 
to Simon Gallup as the inspiration for it.   

BOXTED CRICKET CLUB NETS  
 
Starting Sunday 9th February and  
running until Sunday 5th April  
(excluding Mothering Sunday ,22nd 
March). These are from 2pm till 3pm 
for adults and 3pm till 4pm for juniors 
at the Highwoods Sports Centre, cost 
£4 for adults and £3 for juniors. 
If you are new to the club and  
interested in attending please contact 
Garry Green ( our Junior  
Development Manager ) on 07941 
803552 or Steve Philpott ( Chairman) 
on 07906 052722.    

Photo courtesy of Andrew Stacey 

LANGHAM LADIES 
February’s meeting was an “open” 
meeting which gave an open invitation 
to guests to attend. The talk was  
entitled “To Fetch A Pail Of Water” by 
renowned author and local historian, 
Patrick Denney. 
 

Patrick gave a most interesting and 
humorous talk on how the supply of 
water to the local community was 
conducted from Roman times  
onwards. We hadn’t known, for  
instance, that Colchester castle had its 
own central heating system installed 
by the Romans. How all this worked 
was illustrated in various slides.  
Remains of the Roman water  
collection systems still remain to this 
day in and around Colchester.  
 

The next meeting, on Thursday 12th 
March is another open meeting for a 
nominal fee of  £5 for husbands, 
guests and friends and will be by Guy 
Barker entitled “Snowdrops and 
Spring Treasures”.  



Hunnaball Funeral Service 
York House  41 Mersea Road Colchester 

Caring personal service from a family business 
 

Immediate attention anytime, please contact: 
TREVOR, MELANIE or SAUL HUNNABALL 

Tel: COLCHESTER 760049 

 

Computer Maintenance & Repairs 
Virus Removal – Upgrades – Email Problems 

           Networks & WIFI – Printer Issues/Setup 
 

Friendly, helpful on site service 

Call me on: 07929 919599 

J B BOILERS 
Oil Boiler & Aga 

Maintenance 
 

Mobile: 07885-504036 

 

mark & peter graves 

carpenters & general builders 
 

a family run business providing a professional  

service and quality workmanship at competitive rates.  
 

general  interior & exterior property improvements/

maintenance including: painting, ki tchen  

instal lation, shelving, cupboards, wardrobes,  

f looring, windows, doors, archi traves,  skirt ing 

boards, guttering, fascias, roofs, extensions,   

conversions, renovations,  garages, new bui ld, 

decking, patios, fencing, sheds and barns.  
 

all jobs considered 
 

tel: 07889 947150 (day) or  

01206 271173 (evening) 

 
Little Owls Pre School Boxted 

Ofsted registered 
www.littleowlsboxted.co.uk 

Phone: 01206 273226 
Email: littleowlsboxted@live.co.uk 

 

 

NPTC Qualified     Fully insured  
24 hr emergency tree work  
Hedge maintenance and reduction 
Logs, kindling and woodchips supplied  

 

DEDHAM VALE 
All tree work undertaken     Crown reduction & shaping       
Crown lifting & thinning                  Pruning & pollarding 
Felling, sectional dismantling                 Stump grinding 

Specialising in big trees in delicate situations 
 

TREE SURGERY 

info@dedhamvaletreesurgery.co.uk        mobile 07756 811098 

                www.dedhamvaletreesurgery.co.uk        phone   01206 323056 

 

 
FUTURE ELECTRICAL LTD  

YOUR  LOCAL  ELECTRICIANS 

Call Chris on  272494 or 07798 865377 

Free quotations     Qualified & Registered 

 

 

HA IRDRE SSE R  I N  LANGHAM  
≈ Ladies & Gents trim £10  Child £8   

≈ Blowdry  £12 / £15 set £12 

 ≈ Regrowth tint £28 /£31 inc b/dry   

≈ Perms inc set / b/dray £34 / £39    

≈ Foils inc b/dry £28/£33/£38 

Ca l l  K a tr i na  on  23 34 35 

 

Based on Severalls Business Park 
01206 899695 / 07391764472 
www.muttleyandmabel.co.uk 

PW BODY REPAIRS LTD 
Insurance work, Dents/Scuffs, End of lease cars, 

Vans, Motorhomes and Caravans  
01206 323126/ 07785 268971 

pwbodyrepairs@gmail.com 
Birchwood Farm Unit W 

Birchwood Road CO7 6HX 

PEST CONTROL 
 

Domestic and commercial.  
 

All Insects and Rodents 
 

   Incl. Rats. Mice, Moles, Rabbits Wasps 
    Cockroach, Bed-Bugs Ants. Etc. 

 
***Bird control and netting*** 

      
Fast Friendly Service.     

 
07432 441949 

 
                  Cage Lane Boxted. CO4 5RE  
 

All Colchester postcodes, plus Ipswich and 
surrounding area 

 
XJR41@AOL.COM 

Michael J Byles 
Plumbing & Heating 

Oil Boiler Installations         Servicing & Maintenance 
Oftec Registered 

General Plumbing & Heating work also undertaken 

Telephone 01206 822225    Mobile 07717 012433 

E –mail: michaeljbyles @aol.com 

SEAGULL ENGINEERING LTD 
 

For all your steelwork / fabrication requirements. From a simple lintel to complex structural frameworks, 
all works considered. 

 
School Farm Buildings, School Road, Langham, CO4 5PB 

PHONE: 01206 272777   EMAIL tony.seagulleng@gmail.com or les.seagulleng@gmail.com SELECT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
 

LOCAL LETTING AND RENTAL AGENTS 
 

We are a small independent, competitive  
property rental company based in  

Boxted, Colchester. 
 

 

Telephone 01206 273375 / 07887 801018 
Or by email:  

Chantal@selectpropertymanagement.co.uk 

mailto:pwbodyrepairs@gmail.com


  MARCH 2020 VILLAGE DIARY 

Boxted Parish Council    11th Mar 7.30pm  Village Hall 

Boxted WI                         10th Feb                Tools with a Mission 

Boxted Evergreen Club   19th Mar 2.30pm   Rwandan Orphans 

           Village Hall                          

Boxted History Group     19th Feb         Franklin D. Roosevelt by 

       Jeff Page 

Boxted Airfield Historical Group 17th Mar           Tram Story 

                              Langham Lane 

Boxted Coffee Café        Tuesday   10.30—12                  Boxted Hub 

Boxted Arts & Crafts Club  4th & 18th 2.00pm                Village Hall  

Boxted Carpet Bowls     Alternate Tuesday 2.30  &  Friday  7.00   

       Village Hall      

Boxted Lodgers FC        Wednesday        7.00              Playing Field      

Boxted Running Club      Thursday      9.15am            Village Hall 

                            Sunday             8.05am            Village Hall  
 

Open Door         Fridays in school term      8.45—10.15  Village Hall 

Boxted Methodist Silver Band       Methodist Chapel Schoolroom 

       Wednesday              7.30 
 

Church Youth Group                      Methodist Hall, Chapel Lane 

     Zone (Term Times):        Fridays             5.30—7pm  

      Edge (Term Times):                2nd & 4th Fridays   7.30—9 pm  

Langham Parish Council   4th Mar    7.30      Community Centre 
 
100 Club Draw                     21st Feb Hosted by Langham  
Community Centre                        Ladies         

Langham Film Nights              21st March           7pm for 7.45pm start     
      Community Centre 
 

Crafty Ladies                            4th Feb   10.00 — 3.00     
          Community Centre 
                                                       
Patchwork Pals                 18th Feb     10.00 — 2.30    
          Community Centre 
 

Langham Ladies      13th Feb    Open Meeting—  
   Snowdrops and Spring Treasure Guy Barker 
          Community Centre 
  
 

Langham Carpet Bowls        Tuesday 2.00 & Friday 7.30 
      Community Centre 
 

Langham Bridge Club            Monday   7.00     Community Centre 
 
 2nd Langham Scout Group                               Community Centre 
                                                                      Wednesday (times vary)    
                  
Langham Tennis Club Coaching Sessions     Recreation Ground  
       Saturday & Sunday    Pay & Play: 10.15—11.15 (age 5—10) 
                                                                11.15—12.30 (age 11—17)  
 

Langham St Mary’s Bell ringers                           St Mary’s Church 
       Tuesday   7.30—9.00    Sunday Services  9.00 

LANGHAM FILM 

NIGHT 
 

SATURDAY 21st 

MARCH 
 

KNIVES OUT  (12A) 
 

ADVERTISE YOUR 

EVENT HERE FOR 

FREE 
 

email  

lwbnewslet-

ter@gmail.com 

SATURDAY 7TH MARCH 7.30PM 

BOXTED VILLAGE HALL  
 

IN AID OF THE YOUTH WORK IN 

LANGHAM AND BOXTED 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

£6 PER HEAD, CHILDREN FREE 

INCLUSIVE OF INTERVAL SNACKS 
 

BOOK YOUR TABLE VIA  

DOMINIC / LINDA SHIEL  

01206 273324 

 



CARISMA BODYTECH LTD 
YOUR LOCAL GARAGE 

Services   Repairs   Bodywork MOT    Insurance work 
 

01206 228221 
carisma.kerry@btconnect.com 
Brookhouse Farm Boxted Road  

Colchester CO4 5HH 

 
Simmons Building Services  

(South East) Ltd  
New Build, Extensions, Refurbishments, Groundworks, 

Driveways, Patios 
 
Priory House, Boxted Straight Road, Colchester  CO4 5RB 

Telephone:  01206 273375 
Mobile:  07961 932476 

danny@simmonsbuildingservices.co.uk 
 

JOHN TOKELY             Painter & Decorator 
No job too large or small.  
9 Nayland Road Colchester  CO4 5EG 
Mobile: 07976 848310              Tel: 01206 845665 
 

 
STEVE RAYNER       House/Garden Maintenance 
Grass/Hedge cutting    Weed control    Clearance     
Small tree work       Gutters cleared       
Gates/Fencing/ Shed Services      
Mobile: 07709 972728    
 

 
MATHER & CO        SOLICITORS         LANGHAM                                
Low cost, high quality conveyancing. Also Wills, Probates  
and Powers of Attorney + Family and general legal services.                 
Tel: 01206 322763 
 

 
BS GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Hedge & grass cutting         Pruning         Planting              
Painting & Odd Jobs          Winter Logs 
Mobile: 07513 150526              Tel: 01206 273292                            
 

J ROGERS                              Plumbing & Heating 
Over 40 years’ experience 
Mobile: 07970 477995              Tel: 01206 852875 
 
 

RUSSELL SMITH  

High Quality Painter & Decorator 

Jon-Pat   School Road   Langham   Colchester 

Tel: 01206 323520 
 

BIG CLEAN LITTLE CLEAN LIMITED 

Domestic Cleaning 

A quality, reliable, fully insured service 

Mobile: 07786 087585 

 

THE BEAUTY CABIN                 Beauty Treatment 

Now offering semi-permanent eyebrows as an  

additional treatment 

Dedham Road Boxted                Tel: 07794 443116  

PENROSE VETERINARY GROUP 

Veterinary Surgeons 

70 Brinkley Lane Highwoods 01206 842608 

9.00 to 6.30 weekdays, late weekday,  

Sat & Sun morning surgeries 

Peeler’s End   Stratford St Mary      

01206 323414 9.00 to 6.30 weekdays 

 

NORTH ESSEX WINDOW CLEANING 

We offer an appointment only window cleaning 

service, so no unexpected visits. 

Gutter clears and Conservatory cleans are also 

available. Professional and local. 

Call/Text Mick Howell on 07912 660956 for a no 

obligation quote. 

Facebook: @northessexwindowcleaning 

 

 

ANGLIA LANDSCAPES 
01206 272357 

 

All groundworks carried out 
Suppliers of: 

       *10mm stone    *Sand 
       *20mm stone    *Topsoil 
                  *Plainings     

*Crushed concrete 

FARM & WOODLAND SERVICES 

BOB’S LOGS & KINDLING 

Open fire/wood burner               Barn stored 

Mobile: 07733 326644 

Tel: 01206 391146 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 
 

ADVERTISERS PLEASE GET IN TOUCH RE THE RENEWAL OF YOUR ADVERT 


